On May 20, 2009 I had the opportunity to visit the white house as a representative of the Kavana Cooperative. Kavana was one of several innovative Jewish communities from around the country invited to a brainstorming consultation organized by JSTREET (J Street was founded to promote meaningful American leadership to end the Arab-Israeli and Palestinian-Israel conflicts peacefully and diplomatically.) 

As part of our day together, we spent about an hour with staff members from the White House Office for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. The goal of the meeting was to begin to build a lasting relationship between  this new office, tasked with empowering community organizations and other non-profits, to make a bigger impact in their communities and leaders of new and innovative Jewish initiatives around the country. The White House staff were very excited about discussing potential partnerships and explained that the Obama administration is committed to working with grass-roots organizations to make lasting change. It was clear that the members of the office were quite impressed to see such a diverse group of young leaders so deeply committed to building Jewish community. We discussed a number of potential partnerships that have great promise - including the possibility of organizing inter-religious dialogue around issues of social justice.

After our meeting, we had a chance to see the outside of the West Wing and to take a trip to the White House Gift shop! Unfortunately, we did not get a chance to see the President, but I am thrilled and proud that Kavana has a place at such an important national conversation. 
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